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COMMUNITY GOVERNORS 
 
Carole Bennett 
After teaching and leading ICT in schools around London, I worked for Anglia University 
supporting schools across five counties with the development of their own ICT provision 
before joining Hertfordshire Local Authority as an ICT adviser.  I completed an MEd at 
Cambridge University in 2005, focusing on the critical factors in appropriately engaging staff 
and pupils with purposeful, productive technologies for learning and teaching.  Since then, I 
have led a number of education teams before being appointed to the role of Director of 
Business Services at Herts for Learning, a not for profit school improvement company.  As 
well as having a passion for education and learning theories, I enjoy having this tested in the 
real world every day in my role as a mum to two boys, who are currently in Ralph Sadlier 
Middle School.  I am looking forward to supporting the work of the College wherever I can, 
and eventually joining the parental community in 2019. 
 
Graham Bonner 
I have lived in Buntingford since 1985 and both of my children attended Millfield, Edwinstree 
and Freman Schools. I am a Buntingford Town Councillor and am currently Chair of the 
Planning Committee. I am a former Mayor of Buntingford and also take an active part in 
many other Town activities. I am Chair of the Buntingford Civic Society and also serve on the 
Chamber of Commerce, The Buntingford Relief in Need Charity and Buntingford Town 
Football Club.  
 
I care deeply about the Town and its future and am proud to be associated with Freman 
College. In my capacity as Governor I will do all that I can to assist Freman staff in their 
education and mentoring of Freman pupils. 
 
Liz Hinton 
My association with Freman College began in 2004 when I became Headteacher of Ralph 
Sadleir School. For the next 11 years I, and the Ralph Sadleir staff, worked ever more closely 
with colleagues at Freman College to ensure the best possible education and experiences for 
our students.  Now retired, I feel privileged to be able to continue my links with Freman and its 
wider community.  
 
Over the years, students have reversed roles with me and given me the desire to continue my 
own learning. Now being retired I have more time to do just that through learning new skills 
and challenging myself to improve existing ones: photography, French conversation, cycling 
and playing a musical instrument being ones I am currently enjoying. As I walk around Freman 
College I am very aware of the inspiration, encouragement and care for the individual student 
and how that is shared between the students and staff. It is aspects such as this that I feel 
makes Freman stand out as a learning establishment that prepares and supports its young 
people for the challenges and pressures of modern life.  
 
Jackie Martin (Chair) 
I have lived in Buntingford since 1987 and until my retirement in July 2015 had worked for 
the local NHS for over 30 years.  I have since returned on a part-time basis.  My two sons 
attended Millfield and Edwinstree Schools and then Freman College. I initially joined the 
Governing Body of Edwinstree School as a parent governor in 1995 then when my eldest 
son transferred to Freman College in 1998 I applied to be a parent Governor here as well.  I 
subsequently transferred to become Community Governor and have been chair of the 



Governing Body since 2005 also serving on the Resources and Curriculum and Personnel 
sub-committees. I have seen significant developments and improvements at Freman over 
the years and I am very proud to be associated with its continuing success in developing 
local youngsters to their full potential both academically and socially. 
 
David Paull-Wills  
I’m a former Secondary Deputy Headteacher in Hertfordshire. I also taught abroad during my 
earlier teaching career. My degree was in biology. I’m married to Ruth who is a former 
teacher and we have four adult children all of whom attended Freman College. All of our 
children thrived at Freman and have become confident and successful adults! I have now 
served on Freman Governors for eight years, firstly as a parent and latterly as a community 
governor. I’m currently Chair of the Curriculum Group and have taken up the role of being 
the link governor for SEND / safeguarding. 
 
Since retirement I have worked for well-known National Charity and I was formerly Chair of 
Governors at Millfield First School. My interests include travel, photography and the 
performing arts. 
 
As a governor I’m here to support the great work of the Head and staff at Freman. I’m very 
committed to the ethos of Freman and to the opportunities it provides for students both in 
and outside of the classroom which prepare students for life. 
 
Gill Perkins 
I have lived in Puckeridge since 1978. I was a teacher for 21 years in a variety of primary, 
middle and a special school for 21 years. I became an Educational Psychologist in 2001, 
building on my specialism in Autism to work with children and families in a variety of 
provision across Hertfordshire and later Haringey Local Authorities. For the last 5 years of 
my career I worked as an Educational Psychologist for the National Autistic Society. I have 
served as a Governor in various schools continuously since the early 1980s in various 
capacities as Teacher, Local Authority, parent and Community Governor. My two children 
attended Roger de Clare where I served as a Local Authority Governor. When my oldest 
child moved to Freman College (then Ward Freman) in 1998 I became a Parent Governor at 
the school. Latterly I have served as a Community Governor. I am a member of the 
Resources Committee and for several years in the past acted as Chair. I have also served 
from time to time on Governor Discipline panels. I am proud to have been a Freman 
Governor for the past 19 years through a period of great change in Education and seen the 
school go from strength to strength, providing pupils with a broad and exciting curriculum, 
enabling them to pursue their dreams in whichever direction they wish to go. 
 
Helen Littleford 
I have lived in Buntingford since 2002, with my husband and our son, who is now studying at 
Freman College. Whilst our son was at Millfield First School, I served as Parent Governor for 
4 years. When he moved to Edwinstree I joined the Edwinstree School Association to help 
with school events and fund raising. In July 2015, I joined the Governing Board to support 
the college, its students, parents and staff. I serve on the Curriculum and Personnel 
Committee and am Link Governor to the English Department. Work wise, my career has 
taken me across all aspects of marketing, with particular focus in Online since 2009. As at 
Governor at Freman, I’m continually impressed by the dedication and achievements 
delivered by the Head and staff, and feel proud to be a part of their ongoing success.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parent Governors 
 
Mark Burchell 
I have lived in the East Hertfordshire area for the past 25 years and I am married with two 
children. Both of my daughters are now at Freman College having experienced the 
exceptional three tier education system by previously attending Roger De Clare and Ralph 
Sadleir 
Following a 25 year career in Investment banking I am now director of my own Company 
providing brokerage and consultancy services to hedge funds and High Net worth 
Individuals. 
I enjoy playing all sports, in particular football and golf and more recently running having 
completed the London marathon on three occasions. 
My previous experience as a parent governor was at Roger De Clare School, where I served 
a two year term. 
 
Sue Coote 
I have been resident in Buntingford since 1997 and served as a Governor at Freman since 
2013 and a member of Buntingford Town Council since 2015.  Both of my children have 
benefitted from our excellent three-tier education system, attending Layston and Edwinstree 
and Freman, where my daughter started in Year 9 in 2015. 
I am an advocate of Freman’s pastoral system and the broad range of extra-curricular 
activities offered by Freman’s dedicated staff.  I am fortunate to have watched my son and 
daughter benefit in so many ways from their time at Freman and am proud to have the 
opportunity to contribute to the ongoing development of the College. 
 
Susan Lankester 
Having been brought up in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, I moved to Hertfordshire in 1987 as an 
Environmental Science graduate to work for the Countryside Management Service. Since 
then I have worked for a range of Community and Voluntary organisations locally on both 
environmental and community engagement projects. I am currently working as a Community 
Engagement Officer for the Community Voluntary Service (CVS) for East Herts.  

My husband attended Freman College, and our three children have attended or currently 
attend the College. Having previously worked at the college for seven years, I am keen to 
continue my involvement with Freman College, and so became a parent governor in October 
2014.  

We live in Braughing, and enjoy walking and being involved with our local community. Our 
children enjoy a range of sports - including football, cricket, tennis, horse riding and clay 
pigeon shooting - and the majority of my time (when not working!) is supporting them in 
these activities.  

Paul Jackson 

I have lived in Buntingford for nearly 10 years and have worked as a scientific/technical 

adviser in the chemicals industry for the most of the last 30 years. I am married with two 

children; the eldest is at University studying Ancient History and Archaeology, interests that 

she developed largely from the excellent teaching and extra-circular activities she 

experienced whilst at Freman College.  The younger is currently in the 6th Form at Freman 

College.  

 

  



I believe that both of my children have benefitted from the three-tier school system operated 

in Buntingford and Freman’s mixed age tutorial system.  I became a member of the Freman 

College Governing Body in 2012 and am pleased that I have been able to use elements of 

my professional expertise to help Freman College continue to be a safe and happy learning 

environment.  

Jeannette Wright 
A resident in Stevenage since 1994.  My eldest left the College in 2014 and the twins are 
currently in the sixth form.  
 
I summed up the courage to become parent governor as my eldest was leaving the College 
and the twins joining. It is a great opportunity to be the first black Parent Governor and from 
Stevenage where a number of students travel from. I was working in Stevenage when I 
joined as Governor but now work between London/Bristol since mid-2015 and I still try to 
keep to some of my commitments and attend meetings and events as time permits. The fact 
that work encourages us to volunteer as part of Help Britain Prosper encourages me to 
commit to day activities at the college too.  My hope is that other parents from the Stevenage 
area will consider joining and becoming a part of this great body for the continued success of 
the college.  
 
I am still involved in voluntary and charity work in my local church (JMA), the office and other 
projects raising funds for under-privileged students in Sierra Leone. 
  
 
Staff Governors 
 
Helen Loughran - Headteacher 
I have been Headteacher of the college since 2004, having previously held senior 
management posts at schools in Hertfordshire and London.  I started my teaching career as 
an RE teacher and have also been a Head of Year and Head of Department.  I am also an 
Ofsted inspector. 
 
Sara Aguilar 
I have worked at Freman College since 1999, first as a classics teacher (teaching Latin, 
Greek and Classical Civilisation) and then as head of department. As a Latin teacher I am 
very aware of the fragility of the subject at a national level, and have tried to keep abreast of 
what goes on in the subject by being actively involved with organisations which promote 
Classics teaching in state schools, such as the Cambridge School Classics Project, or with 
WJEC, for which I have worked as teacher representative and scrutineer. I have always 
been very proud of the range of educational opportunities that Freman College offers 
students, and have over the years given my support to as many as I felt qualified for. In 
particular I have always supported DofE, and I am currently the centre’s coordinator. I have 
served as governor before and hope to be able to do so again with interest and dedication. 
Before I became a teacher I did research for a PhD in Classical Archaeology at the 
University of Cambridge. 
 
 
Matt Grimley 
I have worked as the Network Manager at Freman College since 2005. Previously I had 
worked my way from Junior Network Engineer to the roll of Technical Director at a national 
Computer Network firm specialising in the education sector. I have enjoyed my time at 
Freman, working with some exceptional colleagues to improve the IT services available to 
our teachers and students. More recently, I have been working with Edwinstree Middle 
School to manage a large investment project in their computer network and to take 
responsibility for the ongoing management of it. 



I have enjoyed running a number of clubs during my time at the college, including Film Club 
and Minecraft Club. I also enjoy getting involved with the tremendously successful Freman 
College Duke of Edinburgh expeditions which run twice a year. 
 
Ana Vishnivetskaya 
I have been a Biology and Physics teacher at Freman for the past four years and really enjoy 
the interdisciplinary work. I come from an academic background having worked as a Post-
Doctoral Research Associate at KCL and University of Cambridge where I have obtained my 
PhD. My research was on Stem Cells and neurodegeneration and I had supervised several 
undergraduate and graduate students over that time. I am looking forward to continuing with 
my role as a teacher governor since coming back from a maternity leave.  
 


