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3rd January 2022 

 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
  
A happy New Year to you from all of us at Freman.  I hope you and your families managed to 
have a really lovely Christmas break. 
  
As the new term begins this week, I wanted to remind you of a few practical issues. 
  
Face coverings 
Students will continue to wear face coverings indoors in lessons and around communal 
areas.  It would be a great help to us if they could come to college with their own face 
coverings, as our stocks are running low. 
  
Testing in College 
We look forward to welcoming students in for their onsite COVID test on Tuesday (E year 
and Sixth Form) and Wednesday (A and I years) this week. Government guidance has 
changed for individuals who have recently had COVID. They would like us to test all students 
(even if they have had a positive test in the last 90 days). If this means that you don't have a 
booked appointment, then please just come in on the correct day between 9am and 2pm 
and we will slot you in.  
  
The DfE guidance states that:  
  
"The likelihood of a positive LFD test in the absence of symptoms after 10 days is 
very low." 
 

Registration for testing will be in the dining area, so please ask students to come in through 

the main entrance.  Cones will be set out to help maintain social distancing. 
 

Testing twice a week at home 
It is probably more important than ever for students to test themselves twice a week on 
Wednesdays and Sundays.  We are still seeing lots of asymptomatic cases that would not 
have been identified without students completing lateral flow tests.   This is an important 
measure to prevent students from passing the virus on to others inadvertently. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



   

Following a positive test result 
You will probably have heard that guidance has changed.   

• If a student tests positive on a lateral flow test they still need to have a PCR test and 
if this is positive they still need to self-isolate.  However, if they have a negative test 
result on days 6 and 7 they can return to college on day 8.  

• Close contacts of someone who has tested positive who are fully vaccinated or under 
the age of 18 do not have to self-isolate but should complete a lateral flow test every 
day to check they haven’t caught it. 

Further details are available at Stay at home: guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
  
Arrangements for high levels of staff absence 
I also want to touch on the possible impact Covid could have on college in the term ahead.   
  
As you may have heard, the government is telling employers to make plans for up to 25% of 
their employees being absent as a result of Covid.  I very much hope this will not be the case 
for us, however we do need to consider how we would manage such a situation.   
  
We will work really hard to keep things running as normal and as part of this, it is likely that 
students may experience more cover lessons than normal if a lot of teachers are 
absent.  However, if staff absence reaches a critical level, it may be necessary to switch back 
to remote learning for short intervals for some students in order to ensure classes are able 
to get on with meaningful work which is relevant to their courses.  Let’s hope this isn’t a 
situation that arises, but please be assured that if I make this decision it will not be taken 
lightly and will have been taken after a careful consideration of the best way to deliver 
courses. 
  
We are looking forward to seeing your sons and daughters as they come in for their lateral 
flow tests over the next couple of days.  Thank you very much for your support with this – I 
know it can be tricky to juggle this kind of change in arrangements alongside work and other 
commitments.   
  
Kind regards 
  
 
 
Helen Loughran 
Headteacher 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=2%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=2%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19

